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Chapter 4
The Tsunami of 1988
     In the autumn of 1988 a tsunami of students swept across 
     Japanese (and Japan-related) Departmentsin universities and 
     language schools across Australia. (McCormack1988:39) 
Thus begins the now famous article by Gavan McCormack, then at the 
University of Adelaide. This article gave the name to the remarkable 
phenomenon which occurred in Japanese studies in Australia in 1988. 
The dimension of the Tsunami wave staggered Japanese academia in all 
Australian universities. Student enrolments in the first-year Japanese course at 
Monash University, for example, jumped by one hundred fifty per cent (150%) 
in the single year between 1987 and 1988; at ANU the increase was by one 
hundred and ten per cent (110%). Every university surveyed by McCormack in 
1988 recorded over a hundred per cent increase in the first-year Japanese 
enrolments. Of the eleven universities urveyed, the average increase between 
1987 and 1988 was one hundred and thirteen per cent (113%)(ibid.:39). 
The increase in the enrolment of first year students in the major Japanese 
programs across the country is shown below. This has been extracted from 
the results of the survey conducted by McCormack in 30th April 1988 
(ibid.:39). McCormack clarifies that the figures were not complete, as 
official figures were not available. The data here, nonetheless, gives 
sufficient indications as to the extent of the Tsunami. 
Table 2: Increase in the First Year Students between 1987 and 1988
University of Queensland
vii
157
.
314 100
University of Sydney 120 270 125
ANU (Japan Centre) 53 110 107
Monash University 100 250 150
University of Western Australia 110 158 43.6
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